The invention of the ophthalmoscope by Helmholtz in 1851 has been of greater importance than was expected at the time. Not only did its introduction give an enormous stimulus to the study of ophthalmic medicine, but its use has since furnished many surprising revelations, and its powers have proved susceptible of immense development. By it a disease of the retina can be diagnosed with the same certainty as one of the cornea, the effects of intra-cranial as well as of intra-ocular pressure can be directly observed, and the refractive condition of the eye can be determined with accuracy, more in many cases than by the use of glasses.
The history of ophthalmic medicine naturally divides at the period of this invention. Progress and change had been comparatively slight since the time of Beei', except in so far as the views current in general pathology had been modified, and such modification had produced some alteration in treatment. The second period was inaugurated by the rise of the Berlin school, of which von Graefe was the head, and to whom it owes almost the whole of its fame. The first number of the ' The result of all this zealous study is that this department has advanced more rapidly than any other in medicine, and that it is now pre-eminent for fulness and accuracy of knowledge, and consequently for certain and successful treatment.
For some years the statements of von Graefe were widely received with distrust, too often in a hostile spirit. Nowhere was this more the case than in England, where the opposition culminated in an active controversy on iridectomy in glaucoma, and revealed a surprising amount of ignorance, rashness, and critical incapacity, which might be admired in a conservative politician, but was deplorable in surgeons supposed to be " of mark." "When the novelty was fresh, our statistical notions of ophthalmic diseases were a little perturbated at hearing of the number of cases of glaucoma which were operated on. We thought the disease a rare one, in any of its forms, but especially in the chronic. On looking over the patients in general or special hospitals, in passing through workhouses, and inquiring into the pathology of inmates of blind asylums, or examining into the published tables from ophthalmic hospitals, we find the disease to be a rare one. Well, as we looked more narrowly into the records of the new cases, we found they were not cases of glaucoma at all?certainly not according to the standard laid down by the best authors, and accepted by the most practical teachers. The young gentlemen who were twaddling (if we may use the expression, and they will agree with us in its applicability ten years hence) on this subject were evidently but indifferently educated, we mean as oculists, and were writing about what they did not understand, employing a jargon of which they scarcely knew the meaning, and doing but indifferent justice to themselves, the subject, or the operators they were reporting."1 Reviews.
[July, proper capillary system. Should these researches be confirmed, the explanation would be easy of many practical points ; thus a broad coloboma would increase the number of anastomoses, whilst total removal of the iris from its ciliary attachment would rather increase than diminish the intra-ocular tension.
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